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Making a positive impact in the lives of 
individuals and in communities is no 
small task, but Gretchen Myers takes 

that role seriously. As founding principal of 
The Law Offi  ces of Gretchen Myers, P.C., she 
leverages every opportunity inside and outside 
court to advocate for safety.

“People are not aware that there’s always 
an attempt to limit the access people have to 
justice,” says Myers. “Some corporations, 
insurance companies, and lobbyists make 
it their agenda to make it as diffi  cult 
as possible for an individual, because 
the bottom line is: They don’t want 
to have to pay for safety.”

In addition to going to the 
Missouri state legislature to 
“keep the courthouse doors 
open for every individual,” 
Myers puts her expertise 
to use as the fi rst female 
trial lawyer chosen to sit 
on the Association of Plaintiff  
Interstate Trucking Lawyers 
of America (APITLA) national 
advisory board. The group’s 
mission is to initiate changes in the 
trucking industry to reduce the number 
of crashes, injuries, and deaths caused by 
semi-tractor trailers.

“Whether it’s lowering the number of hours 
a trucker can drive or advocating for computer-
generated systems that stop a truck before a 
collision, we’re always exploring ways to make 
America’s roadways safer,” she says. “Sometimes 
the only thing insurance companies and 
corporations understand is a fi nancial penalty, so 
verdicts telling them safety comes fi rst helps to 
protect our community.”

She also believes that knowledge of the trial 
process—how trials take place, the rules of 
evidence, and the circumstances that positively 
or negatively aff ect a verdict—are essential. Trial 
experience has given her access to corporate 
documents that reveal the corporate approach 
to achieving profi tability. These insights are 
invaluable for preparing successful legal 
strategies, she says.

This combination of active courtroom and 
community engagement gives Myers a well-
rounded view of safety issues. As a result, 
she achieves the outcomes her clients need—
signifi cant awards and mandated changes to 
dangerous corporate practices. One award she’s 
proudest of is being the fi rst to receive The Daily 
Record’s Justice Award in recognition of her 
signifi cant contribution “to her area of expertise 
and her positive impact on the community.”
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